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A. Background 
The emergence of Indonesian Act Number 23, 2002 about Children’s 
rights and Protection is one of profound awareness of the fact that the 
Republic of Indonesia ensures the welfare of each of its citizens, including the 
protection of child rights as a part of human rights. Children are seen as a 
mandate and the gift of God Almighty who in her inherent worth and dignity as 
people. In addition, children are buds, potency, and the younger generation 
successor to the ideals of national struggle, has a strategic role and has the 
characteristics and special qualities that ensure the survival of the nation's 
existence in the future. 
Every child later is able to bear responsibilities, it is necessary to have 
the broad opportunity to grow and develop optimally, both physically, mentally 
and socially, and noble, it’s necessary to have protection and realize the 
welfare of children by providing a guarantee of fulfilling the rights and the 
treatment without discrimination. To realize the protection and welfare of 
children, it’s important to have institutional support institutions that will ensure 
its implementation because of various laws regulate only certain things about 
the child and not specifically regulate all aspects related to child protection. 
This is the underlie of the institution come up that are expected to be 
foundation for every citizen in guiding and educating the children. 
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In realizing the commitment and high concern, the government of 
Indonesia every year on July 23 commemorates National Children's Day to 
appreciate the next generation especially children. Even the Republic of 
Indonesia has ratified International rights convention of the Child on October 5, 
1990. However, it still happens that the child has not fully respected as a whole 
and individual right, and violations of children's rights are still commonly found. 
As the only country in the world who have ethnic diversity that has so far 
reached more than 500 ethnics, that use 250 languages (Suryadinata in 
Mendatu, 2007:1) and 13,667 islands, 1,000 inhabited islands, (Ibrahim in 
Yaumi, 2006:2 ) with a population of about 230 million people, the Indonesian 
people have little difficulty in building protection system and children's rights 
equally and fairly to reach all parts of Indonesia. Based on the record of the 
National Commission for Child Protection, as many as 40.3 million children or 
approximately 50% of Indonesian children experience rights violations. Among 
them, 33.99 million children deprived of educational rights, 3.2 million suffered 
malnutrition, and physical exploited 3.17 million, from sexual exploitation, 
under-age work and live vagrancy (Arifin, 2008). 
The publication of a law is the protection of children in a country, it does 
not mean that the rights and child protection can be resolved by itself. It is 
needed the participation of various parties including the role of households in 
this case parents, communities, and schools as a core component that is 
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directly related to personal growth of the children. Therefore, this paper 
attempts to highlight how the fulfillment of the basic rights of Indonesian 
children, between the Government Responsibilities and Household for the 
rights of children, and the role of educational institutions in the making of 
policies and implementation of policies of children's rights to the students, the 
community, and parents. 
B. The Fulfillment of Basic Rights of Children in Indonesia 
Children in the Indonesian Handbook Dictionary is translated as 
descendants, a child also implies a young human. In addition, a child is a 
human who is at one particular period of development and has the potential to 
become an adult. Meanwhile, the UN General Assembly on 20 November 1990 
in New York held a Convention on the Rights of the Childs (CRC), in between 
the results stated that; child is any person under the age of 18 years, unless 
under the law applicable to the child has been obtained earlier 
maturity. 
In line with the definition, the child according to the law No. 23 of 2002 is 
someone who has not aged 18 (eighteen) years, including children who are still 
in the womb. Child protection is all activities to ensure and protect the children 
and their rights to live, grow, develop, and participate, in accordance with the 
optimal dignity and humanity, and to receive protection from violence and 
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discrimination. Meanwhile, the basic rights of children is every child has the 
right to live, grow, develop, and participate appropriately in accordance with the 
dignity and humanity, and to receive protection from violence and 
discrimination. 
CRC also includes three basic rights of children, namely the right to live, 
right to survival and development rights. Development rights include physical 
development, mental development (particularly those involving education), 
spiritual and moral development, social development (the right to obtain 
information both from national and international sources, expression and 
association), as well as cultural development. The right to life and survival will 
ensure the children to be free from all forms of violence, whether committed by 
both state and surrounding adults. 
Although the CRC has been declared in Indonesia on October 5, 1990, 
it is still seen on the ground that shows that Indonesian children have not fully 
protected. First, from a juridical perspective, there are some rules that seem to 
discriminate children. One of these rules is the Act Number 4 of 1997 
concerning child welfare. In the Act states that the definition of a child is 
someone who has not reached 21 years and yet enters into a marriage. This 
means that, if there is a child who is 17 years old and married, for example, the 
child status can directly change into adults before the law. Consequently, the 
child would lose their rights as children (Sanit, 2005). 
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Second, viewed from the perspective of labor violations against 
children's rights can also be seen from various cases of child labor, employed 
in a dangerous place for their safety, with inadequate wages, working hours 
longer than it should be, and no welfare guarantees. In addition, cases of 
trafficking, where children are sold and used as domestic servants, prostituted, 
become beggars, drug dealers or exploited in hazardous work such as fishing 
platforms, mines, plantations and so on. Even a new mode such as falsely 
adopted children, were recruited for the war, and Pedophilia cases. 
Third, viewed from the perspective of education, there is a violation of 
the rights of the child's treatment, namely less democratic. Sometimes, children 
are considered as unknown anything, so all is determined by the parents and 
adults around them. Parents often force their children to participate in various 
activities with a view to direct it, regardless of that child is experiencing fatigue 
and loss of time to play. With reason to protect children, parents also are 
sometimes overly protecting their children. In the end, children become 
independent because they are not socialized to care for themselves. 
Also, if a child already gets married because of pregnancy out of 
wedlock while still sitting in second or third grade at junior high school, the 
school often act to exclude members of the school and revoke their rights as 
children and then live as other adults. Whereas, when they were still in children 
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period, they have not yet equipped with the skills and the ability to live as an 
adult human. Of course, such a child will become confused and 
having trouble adjusting. 
It is more often experienced by children and adolescents in Indonesia 
are limited if not to say completely closing access to appropriate information. 
For example, in matters of reproductive health and sexuality. Until now there 
are many adults who believe that education about sexuality is not necessary 
for the child, because it will stimulate their desire to have sex before their time. 
In fact, various studies have shown that when children and young people really 
understand the risks and consequences of a sexual relationship, they will be 
very careful and more responsible for their own behavior. 
Furthermore, the provision of adequate information on reproductive 
health and sexuality will also prevent teens from a desire to take a shortcut, 
which is involved in teenage prostitution. Today, many teens who become 
commercial sex workers, not only because of economic problems, but also 
because they lack knowledge about reproductive health, especially about the 
risks faced if they had sexual intercourse with many partners and exchange the 
partners. 
In addition, some of the communities, in this case parents, teachers, 
community and religious leaders are still close their eyes to the reality of 
adolescent sexual behavior today. They assume (because they hoped) that the 
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teenager is still the same plain with them in their teens decades ago. Parents 
deny the fact that, because of the many stimuli from the outside that is not 
matched with the appropriate information and adequate, adolescent sexual 
behavior is now likely to graze danger. As a result, every time someone 
mentions a study of sexual behavior of adolescents, parents always showed 
exaggerated reaction that essentially deny this fact. Actually this is a hasty 
reaction, because it would hamper efforts to address the real problem. In the 
end, teenagers are also victimizing. 
Now, what can we do? After knowing what our rights as children, we 
also should be diligent in finding out more about the things we are entitled. It is 
time for us to learn to express opinions and participate in decisions concerning 
ourselves. For example, we should be demanding that we will be free from all 
acts of violence. Because the state has an obligation to protect us from 
violence, we also need to know, to the state agency where we can ask for help 
when we are experiencing violence. 
After that, we also can begin to bring children and teenagers to 
recognize the rights and voice their opinions, and transmit this information to 
their friends one another so that eventually all children and young people 
aware of their rights and therefore they can no longer be treated arbitrarily by 
the other parts. 
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C. Rights of the Child: Between Governmental and Household 
Responsibility 
It cannot be denied that the child become a hungering for every family. 
Presence of children, making the atmosphere brightened household because 
the child is a trust for his parents. A clean heart is the soul of pearls, clean and 
empty of various forms, and receive something that color, and tend to 
something that has been shaped. If the child is properly educated, it will give 
happiness to their parents. On the contrary, when the old one is wrong in 
educating her child's personality and behavior, it will be a burden and difficult 
parents. Therefore, every parent should consider children's rights. 
One of the children's rights set forth in the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC) is the right to education. It includes early childhood education 
(early childhood), which is education for children in the age range 0-6 months 
(Adiningsih in Sanit, 2005). Unfortunately, today the right to education and 
health has been taken away and ignored by their own parents and is 
sponsored by the Government. There are several things that
 cause this 
condition occurs. 
First, it happens because the parents do not understand their role as 
educators of their children. Not a few parents who think that education is the 
only task of teachers at the school. They generally come from the poorest 
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social groups, and with a low educational background. They are busy working 
hard, day and night to meet the material needs of their family. In fact, parents 
really should be the primary teacher and the home must be the first school for 
their children. 
Second, it is because of parents understand their role as educators, but 
ignores his duty, just to satisfy his obsession alone. The transfer function as 
caregivers and child care are mandated to "baby sitter", although new children 
aged 3-4 months. Actually, in addition to materials, a child also needs 
attention, affection and education from their parents. It often happens 
that because the parents are busy enough and rarely build good 
communication with their children, it leads to a "broken home". If this happens 
it will have an impact on efforts to wreak damage on the act's future, such as 
drug consumption, to free sex, and others. We are certainly very surprised, 
when we heard the news that elementary age children have been caught in 
drugs. The most recent news is sad when children under the age of 10 years 
had made an indecent act. 
Third, it happens because of the lack of government attention for the 
poor people. Poverty is not just make parents unable to send their children to 
formal and non-formal school but also had to spend quite a bit of cost to take 
the school enrollment form in some schools, although many schools have to 
implement free education (subsidized education). These conditions force the 
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mother to help her husband in making a living in order to cover the life of their 
daily lives, so they do not have the spare time to nurture and educate their 
children. In fact, not infrequently, children who are still early age, was also 
"invited" to work (begging, singing, trading, etc.). The sad scene was almost 
every day met at every intersection. Many of the children, who should be in 
school or still have to play with friends in his age, must be exhausting and 
backbreaking for the needs of their lives every day. They are often referred as 
street children, abandoned children or called for unmet needs fairly, either 
physically, mentally, spiritually, and socially. 
D. The Role of School 
To resolve the violations against children, as mentioned above, 
education institutions in Indonesia have made a number of policies that include 
prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation. First, prevention is carried out by 
giving awareness to the child's school to eliminate violence, training and 
workshops on the rights and protection of children, to teachers, school 
children, and even the community and parents. Socialization of child protection 
and good child-friendly school to all teachers, children, also to the community 
and parents, to develop awareness to parents to pay more attention to child 
development and education, acculturate and socialize the tradition of being 
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smile, greetings, polite, and friendly. Then, the establishment of child-friendly 
student organizations that accommodates the aspirations of children. 
Second, the treatment activities include providing guidance, direction, 
reconciliation. Finding win-win solutions in case of conflict, a wise admonition 
to the perpetrator of violence, application of positive sanctions and educate, in 
case of physical injury, school should give to P3K (first aid to accidents), and 
making the reporting system for cases beyond the capacity of schools. Third, 
the rehabilitation that consists of victims security and assistance to to heal both 
mental and physical, making the system of reporting to competent part, and if 
there is a trauma there must be a referral to an expert 
(psychologist). 
Fourth, the nature of positive sanctions are also necessary to educate. 
This includes efforts to apologize, providing guidance or counseling, guidance 
in the form of advice, making a written statement that his actions are not 
repeated again, divert activities. Fifth, the establishment of reporting systems is 
also important. If the there is a violence it is supposed to immediately report to 
the independent teams and the teams will immediately take responsibility for 
that. but in serious cases they must report to a more competent part. 
Meanwhile, an independent team is formed to oversee the implementation of 
"Child Protection Policy" at the school. This team aims to objectively deal with 
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cases of violence. Team consists of School Trustees, School Committee, and 
Community leaders, Religious Leaders, Teachers, Principal and 
Representative of the Child.  
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